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We have a plan for today, but I had to assume some

things about your knowledge and interests.

If you’ve got questions, if you don’t understand
something, interrupt. Let’s talk.
That is the whole spirit of this session!
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INTRODUCTIONS
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OBJECTIVES

Participants will

e receive flexible activity templates that allow for
departure from the textbook.

e collaborate in real time to plan activities that they
can use in class in their teaching context.

e learn about the theoretical and empirical rationale
for the recommended activity templates.

e learn the benefits and also limitations of
“backward” lesson planning and its alternatives.
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AGENDA

Intros, My Philosophy, Positionality
Some preamble

High Leverage Technique #1
High Leverage Technique #2
High Leverage Technique #3
Homework and Next Session
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HIGHLEVERAGE
TECHNIQUES

e We’ll do aversion of each technique together
e We’'ll analyze and contextualize it
e For each we will talk about

MAIN PRINCIPLE & BENEFITS: what makes this activity

tick. Each starts with engagement and interaction.
VARIATIONS: different whole versions of this activity

VARIABLES: factors we can manipulate to adjust the
activity for different
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ESSENTIALS

Take a few moments to write 3
—no more than 3'—
essentials for a successful ESL
lesson.
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think-pair-share
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TEACHINGFROM:
UNDERLYING PHILOSOPHY &
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WHERE I'M

TEACHINGFROM:
UNDERLYING PHILOSOPHY &

POSITIONALITY
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MY ESSENTIALS

My approach to teaching English is centered
around ENGAGEMENT and INTERACTION.

Each of these techniques are focused on
orchestrating ENGAGEMENT and INTERACTION
between the people in the classroom.
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The Point of Departure
-

Meke smal 19k

What is the point of departing from the book?
e Making the most of the classroom
Putting communication before grammar
Drawing on students’ knowledge
Developing our teaching repertoire

o
[
o
e Allowing for differentiation

At what point do we depart from the textbook? GRS %.
e When we have a better way to engage students TmmmmEL W
e When students are unengaged by the book
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This isn’t the only way I teach.
Sometimes I’m just teaching the present perfect.

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Jorge’s Wedding
& Page 56

Scott Thornbury




MY ESSENTIALS

My approach to teacher development is based on reflective
practice.

Today I use a specific type:

When we try something and it works (or doesn’t)

What underlying principles and dynamics and variables
are at work?

In what other circumstances could we apply them?

What variables can we manipulate to adjust the activity to
different learners. content, time, other constraints?
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REFLECTIVE
PRACTICE

Discuss a time you tried something new
in class and it went poorly or went well.

What happened, what did you do. Is
there something that you would/could
do differently next time? What was your
takeaway?
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Plan A - Students will work together to...
Plan B - The Teacher will present a video...
Plan G - The Teacher will introduce the ¢
Plan D - Students will read about the or




SORTINGSE

ORDERING

fiest

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



LESS
IMPORTANT

EASIER TO

TEACH

MORE
IMPORTANT
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HARDER

TO TEACH

LISTENING

WRITING

PRONUNCIATION

VOCABULARY

DISCOURSE

CULTURE
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If we think ESL teaching is fill in the blanks, we’re

going to be dependent on ESL resources for your
lesson inspiration.

e —

literacy
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The Eisenhower Decision Matrix
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task-based

language teaching
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SORTING & ORDERING
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SORTING & ORDERING
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CONTEXTUALIZE

e Choose avocabulary set relevant to your curriculum and
your learners
e Anticipate the language that learners will need and the
linguistic challenges they may run into
e If you finish quickly, draw up a quick lesson sequence with
a partner
m  What would you do immediately before this
activity?
m What immediately after?
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JIGSAW &

INFO GAP
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SPOTRTHEIDIGRERENGE

Can you spot the 8 differences
~

Authentic Inspiration

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



JIGSAW & INFO GAP

Learners have only part of the information needed
to complete a task.

Engagement and interaction emerge from the task
itself and the explanation and negotiation required
to completeiit.

->Adaptable to a wide range of content
->Adaptable to a range of grouping configurations
- Feels like a puzzle or game

first



CONTEXTUALIZE

e Sketch out another version of an information gap
exercise that could work in your curriculum/setting

e Again, anticipate the language learners will need to
complete it. What might they struggle with

¢ Ifyou finish quickly, draw up a quick lesson sequence

with a partner
o Whatwould you do immediately before this
activity?

o What immediately after?
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JIGSAW & INFO GAP

In info gaps, the activity is more designed and the
“information” that one group has may not be declarative.

->Students have different parts of a weekly schedule.

Jigsaws (arguably a type of info gap) are generally micro
research projects, with each group assigned a portion of the
overall body of information that is brought together.

->Students each take 3 aisles at the supermarket and then
reconstruct a map

->Pairs, small groups, whole class

->Complexity of task

->Nature of info (declarative, linguistic, visual, familiar)
->Which stages of task require L2 use first

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop




synthetic vs.

analytic syllabus

.JHEORETICAL BACKGROUND firs

evelopmen



backward

design

. HEORETICAL BACKGROUND rirst IR

evelopmen



COLLABORATIVE

WRITING




Bananagrams & Hi
Seek
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Explain it to me like I’'m
5.

e What questions do you
need to answer?

e What background is
needed?

e What are the
important points?

e What order should you
explain it in?
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Could you do this in

your class with chess?
Football?




COLLAB WRITING
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COLLAB WRITING
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How much interestdo

we have in writing
instruction?




COLLAB WRITING
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sociocultural

theory
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e This time, start with a particular unit in your textbook or
theme in your curriculum.

e Sketch out an experience that would be relevant to your

students

What would you do to prepare them for the trip?

e How would you have them structure their retelling of the
experience? Is there a particular writing form that is
relevant?
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There is a difference between

failing to find one’s way and
getting lost.




Explorers were always lost,
Pioneers were frequently lost but
they had the skills to survive, so
they never thought of it as “lost.”




Allston Xmas &
Vocab Walks
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Genre Google
Reviews
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HOMEWORK !f

Just try it!

1. Choose one of these techniques. Consider how it
makes sense to adapt it to your learners, your
curriculum, your teaching style, your classroom
resources.

2. Adapt and customize it to the extent you feel
comfortable.

3. Teachit!

4. Reflect on what worked, what didn’t, and what you
have learned that you might apply next time.
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Thank Youll!
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