
The GED® Testing Program in 

Massachusetts:

Helping Students Succeed 

October 3, 2025, Scott Salesses 



In this session, we willé

u National Update

u Overview of the GED® Test

u Massachusetts Update 

u Student Resources 

u GED Ready® 

u Educator Resources 

u GED Manager  

u GED & Me  App 

u Open Topics 

µ Answer your questions

µ GED® and GED Testing Service® are registered trademarks of the American Council on Education. They may not be used 
or reproduced without the express written permission of ACE or GED Testing Service. The GED® and GED Testing Service® 
brands are administered by GED Testing Service LLC under license from the ACE.
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National Update 

GED ® Testing 
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GEDTS works with adult 
educators to envision strategies 
and resources always driving to 
one purpose: more and better 
successful outcomes for 
students. Learn about new and 
innovative resources available 
to learners and educators. 

GED Testing 
Service Always 

Learning; 
Always Serving



We launched our first ever GED® 

app in 2024! More information 

on this later in this 

presentation.

GED Testing Service National News 
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The GED® test is offered in 48 
U.S. states, DC and 
internationally. 

328,000 students worldwide took 
a GED test in 2024. 

Å 92% were U.S. students 

Å 73% pass rate for U.S. 
students nationwide 

Å 18% of GED tests delivered 
in the U.S. are at correctional 
facilities. 

  Learn more at GED.com

https://ged.com/


We Are Thrilled that the GED Test Has 

Returned to these States

Since 2022 the following states are once again offering the GED ® test:

u Indiana 

u Louisiana 

u Missouri

u Montana 

u New Hampshire

u New York

u Tennessee

u West Virginia
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An Overview of the 

GED ® Test
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The GED® Test

8

GEDTS Accommodations Information P

age

Available in English and Spanish 

A wide array of 
accommodations are available

Including extended time, additional breaks, 
reader/recorder, private room, screen reader (JAWS) 
and many more

Visit the GEDTS Accommodations Information Page

The official GED® Practice test is called the GED Ready

https://ged.com/about_test/accommodations/
https://ged.com/about_test/accommodations/


Score Scale

u Scores range from 100 to 200 on each of the four content modules

u Minimum score of 145 per subject in order to pass 

u Four performance levels:

u Below Passing (100 ð 144)

u Passing (High School Equivalency:  145 ð 164) 

u GED® College Ready (CCR 165 ð 174)

u GED® College Ready + Credit (175 ð 200)

u Standardized and normed on a national sample of high school grads 

from class of 2013
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GED Score Levels Explained

GED College Ready scores improve the chances for college success.

Learn more at GED.com/collegeready
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https://ged.com/collegeready
https://ged.com/collegeready


GED® Test

Test Time Notes

Reasoning through 

Language Arts
150 minutes

Includes 45 minutes for 

extended response (timed 

separately) and a 10-minute 

break

Mathematical 

Reasoning
115 minutes

Part 1 ð calculator not 

allowed; Part 2 ð calculator  

allowed

Social Studies 70 minutes

Science 90 minutes
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Multiple -Choice

Variety of Item Types
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Fill -in -the -Blank Drag-and-Drop

Hot-Spot Drop-Down Extended -Response



Overview of RLA Test

Focuses on three essential skills:

u Close reading

u Clear writing

u Editing and understanding the use of standard written English (or 

Spanish) in context

u Source texts ï 75% nonfiction; 25% fiction

u Passage length ï 400-800 words

u Range of text complexity, including texts at the college- 

and career-ready level

u Technology-enhanced items and extended response

13



Extended Response on RLA
An extended response item includes:

Å One or more source texts

Å Texts offer two positions on a given topic

Å A prompt that provides instruction on what the student is expected 

to do
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Purpose of Extended Response
To provide test -takers with an opportunity to demonstrate:

Å Knowledge of writing conventions in English (or Spanish)

Å Understanding of what theyõve read

Å How well they use evidence to build arguments

Å Their ability to clearly communicate their thinking in their 

own words



The Three Traits

uTrait 1:  Creation of Arguments and the Use of 
Evidence

uTrait 2:  Development of Ideas and Organizational 
Structure

uTrait 3:  Clarity and Command of Standard English 
Conventions

Extended Response Scoring Tools - Educators and Admins
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https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/classroom_materials/er_scoring_tools/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/classroom_materials/er_scoring_tools/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/classroom_materials/er_scoring_tools/


Donõt Forget the Little Stuff
Expose students to a structured approach to the writing 

task and help them understand that they need to:

u Write a complete  response, not just a short paragraph 

(300-500 words)

u Provide commentary on the evidence cited (explain the 

òwhyó)

u Fully develop two or three ideas, rather than mention a 

lot of things without detail

u Leave five minutes at the end for proofreading ñthat is 

one of the things evaluated

u The extended response comprises 20% of the RLA score 
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Overview of Mathematical Reasoning Test

u Content

u 45% - Quantitative Problem Solving

uNumber operations

uGeometric thinking

u 55% - Algebraic Problem Solving

u Includes items that test procedural skills and fluency as well 
as problem solving

u Both academic and workforce contexts are used for items 
that measure problem solving 

u Texas Instruments - TI 30XS Multiview  (calculator allowed 
on most items)

u Formula page, symbols, and calculator page provided

17



Overview of Social Studies Test
u Content

u 50% - Civics and Government

u 20% - United States History

u 15% - Economics

u 15% - Geography and the World

u Themes

u Development of Modern Liberties and Democracy

u Dynamic Responses in Societal Systems 

u Social Studies Practices ð analyzing, thinking, reasoning

u Problem solving skills will be measured in both academic and 
workforce contexts 

u Technology-enhanced question items
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Overview of Science Test

u Content

u Life Science ð 40%

u Physical Science ð 40%

u Earth and Space Science ð 20% Themes 

u Themes

u Human Health and Living Systems

u Energy and Related Systems

u Science Practices ð reasoning and thinking scientifically

u Problem solving skills will be measured in both 
academic and workforce contexts 

u Question types - Technology-enhanced items 
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Massachusetts  

GED ® Updates and 

Policies  
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Voucher Codes:

First test in a subject :

u In-person: MAFREEGED1

Retakes in a subject :

u In-person: MARETAKE

Second Retake in a subject:

u MAFREEGED1

Correctional Facilities :

u CORRMAFREEGED1

MA DESE Pays for GED Testing 

DESE will:

u Pay for your first GED test in each 

subject 

u Pay for two retakes for each subject 

u We inform students of this in their 

ged.com account and MA Policy Page 

on ged.com 
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Massachusetts Promo Information ð students 

see this screen early on when creating their 

ged.com account
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MA Free GED Testing: GED Promo Codes 
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Payment and Billing Screens 
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Payment and Billing Screens
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MA ELL Pilot Program 
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Accommodations Question ð GED.com 

27



Studentõs GED.com Home Page - 

Accommodations
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Test Center Key Documents & Resources

All GED test centers should have:

u MA Jurisdiction Reference Sheet: provides a brief overview of key GED testing 

policies in MA

u GEDTS Client Guide: in-depth information about the GED testing program 

Erasable Noteboards for Students:

u Blank noteboards

u Math noteboards

u RLA Extended Response noteboard 
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MA GED Testing Rules

Individuals under 18 years of age go into our Age Exception Queue in ged.com 

and must provide required documentation in order to take the GED test. 

Students under 18 years of receive instructions on the documentation required to 

send to DESE in their ged.com account. 

Massachusetts - GED ð MA GED Policy Page 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/hse/

MA HSE Page 
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https://www.ged.com/policies/massachusetts/?_gl=1*bokdes*_gcl_au*MzQ1ODkwNTAuMTc0NTkyMzU0Ng..*_ga*NjA3NTQ5MjcxLjE3MDczMzg0NTQ.*_ga_S16B6HP3VY*czE3NDY1MzAwNzAkbzc4NyRnMSR0MTc0NjUzMDkxOSRqMCRsMCRoMA..
https://www.ged.com/policies/massachusetts/?_gl=1*bokdes*_gcl_au*MzQ1ODkwNTAuMTc0NTkyMzU0Ng..*_ga*NjA3NTQ5MjcxLjE3MDczMzg0NTQ.*_ga_S16B6HP3VY*czE3NDY1MzAwNzAkbzc4NyRnMSR0MTc0NjUzMDkxOSRqMCRsMCRoMA..
https://www.ged.com/policies/massachusetts/?_gl=1*bokdes*_gcl_au*MzQ1ODkwNTAuMTc0NTkyMzU0Ng..*_ga*NjA3NTQ5MjcxLjE3MDczMzg0NTQ.*_ga_S16B6HP3VY*czE3NDY1MzAwNzAkbzc4NyRnMSR0MTc0NjUzMDkxOSRqMCRsMCRoMA..
https://www.doe.mass.edu/hse/


Name Spelling ð Government Issued ID 
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Name and DOB Confirmation on 

GED.com 
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MA Specific Question on GED.com 
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Additional Key Policies 

After 3 non -passing attempts in a GED 

test subject, in a calendar year, test -

takers must wait 60 days to retest for 

each subsequent retest. 

There is no set limit to how many 

times an individual can take a GED 

test subject in a calendar year, 

however the 60 day wait policy will 

limit attempts. 

The amount of students in MA who 

need a 3rd, 4 th, 5 th, attempt in a 

subject is quite small. 

In order to take the GED ® test in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts you 

must be living at a Massachusetts 

address. 

There is no requirement for students 

to take the GED Ready® Official 

Practice Test in order to be qualified 

to test, however it is a best practice 

to ensure readiness. 

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Massachusetts  

GED ® Testing Data  
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Nationally, 8% of GED tests 

are taken in Spanish. 

In MA 11% of GED tests 

were taken in Spanish in 

2024. 

GED Testing in Masschusetts 
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We have 32 GED® testing 
centers across MA. 

9 correctional facilities 
across MA deliver GED 
testing. 

 

  

Learn more at GED.com

https://ged.com/


MA ð GED Testing Volume Since 2017 
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MA GED Testing Volume in 2024 

2024 Compared to 2023 

Test-takers 2,543 18% increase 

Completers 1,357 15% increase 

Passers 953 9% increase 

Pass rates 70% 74%
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Massachusetts GED Test-takers

Pass Rate: 2024 

Pass Rates by Subject Area  

u Math: 67% 

u RLA: 77% 

u Science: 85%

u Social Studies: 82% 

39



Student accounts

40



GED.com Resources 

41



GED.com 
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The account set up process points them to Adult 
Education

43



44



Student accounts have lots of resources
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After taking Learning Preference 

Assessment, learner gets recommended 

study tools
Learners see 
more details 
about their 
learning 
preference. 

They will also 
see one to 
three study 
choices that 
best fit their 
learning 
preference.
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Guide for teachers to use learning preferences in the 

classroom

47

Includes
ÅDetailed description of each 

style
ÅClassroom strategies for each 

style
ÅStudy suggestions

GED-Learning-style-E-

Book.pdf

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED-Learning-style-E-Book.pdf


GED® Student Study Guide

Available for all 
4 subjects (no 
cost) via each 
studentõs 
ged.com 
account 

Includes sample 
questions

Another 
resource for 

adult educators 
to use in their 
preparation 

with students, 
under Educators 
& Admins tab on 

ged.com

Good tool for 
new teachers to 

get them 
familiar with 
the content 
they need to 

teach 
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Student Resources 
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Student accounts have lots of resources

50

Please have your 

learners use this!!



Preview the test
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GED Test Tutorial 
u Use the Test Demonstrator to explore tools prior to the 

test

u https://ged.com/practice -test/en/computer -demonstrator
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https://ged.com/practice-test/en/computer-demonstrator
https://ged.com/practice-test/en/computer-demonstrator
https://ged.com/practice-test/en/computer-demonstrator
https://ged.com/practice-test/en/computer-demonstrator
https://ged.com/practice-test/en/computer-demonstrator
https://ged.com/practice-test/en/computer-demonstrator


Changing the screen color and font
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Using the highlight tool
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Using the Flag for Review
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Score Reports

56

Click on 

Score 

Report
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Student Score

Review Checklist of lessons 

in Student Curriculum for 

further study/remediation 

Select Student 

Curriculum



Select Student 
Curriculum



Student Score

Hot of the presses!  Score report update

New Score Report Videos embedded in score report intended to help 
students understand how to use their score report and study checklist 
to advance 



Edit Profile ð ged.com  

VV
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Editing a test taker account profile

Å From here, you can edit personal information, preferences, employment 
information, and your GED Prep Center information

61

Click on 
the any of 
the blue 
links on 
the right 
side of the 
section 
you want 
to edit. Be 
sure to 
click the 
ñContinueò 
button to 
save the 
changes. 



2025

GED Ready ® 

The Official Practice Test



GED Ready® - Assessing Readiness 

Three Score Level Indicators on GED Ready®

GED Score Report:

u GED Ready®

u GED Exam 
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Not Likely to Pass Too Close to Call Likely to Pass

100-133 134-144 145-200
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Student Score

Review Checklist of lessons 

in Student Curriculum for 

further study/remediation 

Select Student 

Curriculum



u Adult educators are encouraged to take 

at least one subject of the GED Ready. 

u Happy to provide a GED Ready voucher or 

two if you are interested in taking a GED 

Ready subject test. 

u Good group exercise as well if several 

instructors in your program want to go 

through it together. 

GED Ready®: The Official Practice Test

u Questions on the GED Ready are just 

like the questions on the actual test.

u Test interface on the GED Ready is 

identical to the interface on the GED 

test, which helps to prepare students 

for test day, i.e. no surprises 

u Detailed score report provided
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Important Resources 

for Educators 
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GED.com
click on òEducators & Adminsó
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Educators and Admins Site

68



69



In Session Newsletter 

continuedé.

Stay up-to-date by subscribing 

70

At the bottom of each of the pages is an opportunity to sign up for the 

In Session Educator Newsletter ð please take the opportunity to sign up and stay informed on 

the latest news, resources, pricing specials, etc. 



Tuesdays for Teachers

Recorded presentation

Slideshow document

Resources ð including 
strategies & classroom 
activities

More . . . 

71

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/profess

ional_development/webinars/  

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/professional_development/webinars/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/professional_development/webinars/


Tuesdays for Teachers 

72
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Tuesdays for Teachers is a free professional development 
series designed for educators. This bi-monthly series will 
take a deeper dive into classroom strategies and techniques 
for the GED test.

Registration for each session opens approximately two 
weeks before the session date. To be notified when 
registration opens, please sign up for the In 
Session educator newsletter by clicking the link at the 
bottom of this page.

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/professional-development/#in-session-educator-newsletter
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/professional-development/#in-session-educator-newsletter
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u  
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The Assessment Guide for Educators
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Covers all content areas

Å Item types

Å Assessment targets

Å Guidelines for how items 

     are scored

Å More . . . 

https://ged.com/educators_admi

ns/teaching/teaching_resources/  

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/


Performance Level Descriptors

77

u Four Performance Levels 

u Below Passing

u HSE

u GED® College Ready

u GED ® College Ready + Credit

u What skills are demonstrated 

at each level

u What skills need development 

to advance to the next level

https://ged.com/educators_admins/

teaching/ teaching_resources/ plds/   

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/plds/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/plds/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/plds/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/plds/


High-Impact Indicators Relationships

78

u Show relationships among 

High Impact Indicators

u Demonstrate 

interconnectedness across 

content areas

u Develop skills available for 

use across a range of 

learning contexts

Teaching Resources ð GED

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/


An Example

RLA 

Order sequences of events 
in texts

Social Studies

Identify the chronological 
structure of a historical 
narrative and sequence 

steps in a process

Science

Reason from data or 
evidence to a conclusion

Mathematics

Search for and recognize 
entry point for solving a 

problem and plan a solution 
pathway 
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Essential Resources for Math Instruction

80

Research Shows Students struggle with non -calculator items on the GED  

® Math test. Use these resources to target your 
instruction and improve student performance.

Essential Resources for Math 

Instruction  

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/teaching_resources/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/teaching_resources/


Preparation Products

Prep Products - Educators and Admins

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/prep_products/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/prep_products/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/prep_products/


The Aztec Learning System

GED® SUPPORTING 

PRODUCTS



©2023 AZTEC 83

GED FLASH FOR ORGANIZATIONS
Official Practice Tool

MORE PRACTICE. 
HIGHER PASS RATES.

The official practice tool built in 
partnership with the GED ® Testing 
Service to help students pass the 
GED® test by providing thousands 
of completely aligned and vetted 
questions with immediate 
feedback. English | Spanish

Spanish Language on Sale Now



©2023 AZTEC 84

Data shows that students who practice on
GED Flash score on average 4 points higher with:

ɍ  6,000+ practice items

ɍ Instant answer feedback

ɍ Randomized question bank

ɍ Actionable student data

qrco.de /gedflash
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GED FLASH FOR ORGANIZATIONS
STUDENT ACCESS: Practice Preparation Aligned to the Test

ALIGNED TO GED® BLUEPRINT

Similar experience and features to the 

pre-test.

QUESTIONS IN ALL SUBJECTS

1000s of questions across all four 

subjects.

IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK

Step-by-step explanations after each 

question.

EASY TO USE & ASSIGN

Provide support in each subject.



©2023 AZTEC 86

GED FLASH FOR ORGANIZATIONS
Increased Performance, More Confidence & Higher Likelihood of Passing

Results Based from GED Testing Service Research

141
NATIONAL AVERAGE 
NON-PASSING GED® SCORE 

Å Students who practiced frequently 
with GED Flash  scored on 
average 4 points higher on their 
GED® test versus those who rarely 
used it.

Å 4 point increase in Math would 
make a world of difference.



©2023 AZTEC 87

GED FLASH FOR ORGANIZATIONS
Increased Performance, More Confidence & Higher Likelihood of Passing

Results Based from GED Testing Service Research

79%
USERS FEEL MORE CONFIDENT 
about taking the GED ® test after 
practicing on GED Flash .



©2023 AZTEC 88

GED PLAY
On Demand Video Learning

ON DEMAND VIDEO. ON DEMAND 
LEARNING

The only on demand video learning 
program developed by GED Testing 
Service, Kaplan and Aztec Software 
to provide targeted video learning 
support across key GED ® measured 
skills.



©2023 AZTEC 89

GED PLAY
On Demand Video Learning

THE PERFECT 

REINFORCEMENT SUPPLEMENT

GED  Play was developed from our 

experience with GED Flash and the need 

for quick remediation.

VERSATILE USE 

Can be used as direct instruction and 

distance learning supplement & 

reinforcement tool.

ALIGNMENT TO 

GED FLASH & GED® TEST

Questions are aligned to and cover the 

key skills from the test. Also aligned to 

GED Flash allowing seamless 

remediation of specific sections.

PERFORMANCE INSIGHT

Gain insight on studentsõ performance 

and reportable information.
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AZTEC SPANISH GED® PREP
Official Partnership with the GED Testing Service 

Aztec is the GED Testing Serviceõs Only Preferred Partner 

for the Spanish GED® Test



GED Manager  

Overview 
Roles: Jurisdictional, Student 

Authorized View Role, and 

Corrections Role 
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What is GED Manager? 
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GED Manager is an online 
Program Management tool

designed to help Educators & 
Administrators manage their

state and programs. 



GED Manager
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Test Administrators

Jurisdictional 
Access

Educators
(GEDPrep Connect)

Student Authorized 
View

Corrections



Common Capabilities Across All Roles: 

Student Search

Student Test Activity Report

Passers Report

Student Score Reports: GED Ready and GED operational 
tests 
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u The homepage of GED Manager contains 

a wealth of information and resources.

u Some of you have two different types of 

access within your GED Manager account. 

If so, you can easily toggle between the 

types of access you have.  

GED Manager: General Information 

u GED Manager users ð your account will 

be deactivated if you donõt login for a 

period of 6 months or more. Note, 

GEDTS can reactivate a userõs account 

upon request. 
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GED Manager Access ð Home Screen

96

For a better 

experience while 

using GED 

Manager, we 

recommend that 

you open GED 

Manager in Google 

Chrome or Firefox. 



GED Manager Home Screen
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GED Manager Access ð Home Screen

98

Underneath the contact us section you will also find 2 more 

sections with resources Helpful Links and Helpful 

Documents. 

The Helpful Links section are guides and webpages also 

found in our ged.com website. 

The Helpful Documents section includes a variety of 

documents that can assist you and they can also be 

downloaded and saved to your computer. 



GED Manager Users with Multiple Types 

of Accounts

99



How to search for a 

Studentõs account in 

GED Manager



Student Search

Log in to GED Manager 

u Hover over Manage Student 

u Click on Student Search
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We can look for a Student using one of the following demographics: Name, DOB, Email or GED ID.

The easiest way, is to start typing the first three letters of the first and last name and click the Search button.

u If it produces multiple results, then enter another piece of info ie. DOB.

102

NOTE: You will only be able to view Students that are in your Jurisdiction. 

Student Search



Click on the Student Name to see the account.
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Student Search
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On ñStudent 
Detailò section, 
you will always 
see the Studentôs 

demographic 
information.

If the 
Student has 
any testing 
history, you 
will be able 

to view 
their scores 
under the 

Results 
section.

Student 

Search

Student Search



Raising 

Student 

Awareness 
*Begins in the GED.com account for 

current and new Students
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